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Thurston Demographics 

> Compared to the national average for an area of this 
size: 
 
–  Millennial population (20-34) = 56,478 (national avg = 57,117) 
–  Retiring soon (55+) = 82,418 (national avg = 77,260) 
–  Racial diversity = 67,088 (national avg = 106,603) 
–  Veteran population = 28,794 (national avg = 16,639) 
–  At risk for disproportionate retirement among current residents 

(labor replacement through attraction of new residents) and low 
on racial diversity. 

•  19.9%	of	Thurston	County,	WA	 residents	possess	a	Bachelor's	Degree	 (1.6%	above	
the	national	average)	

•  10.1%	hold	an	Associate's	Degree	(2.2%	above	the	national	average).	
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Analysis of Job Postings 

> Between September 2017 and August 2018, there were 
a total of 107,841 job postings. Among these, 31,980 
were unique.  

>  This means that on average every job showed up three 
times in different outlets (duplicate postings).  

> Median posting duration is 27 days.  
>  Largest number of job postings came from Anthem, 

State of Washington, General Electric Company, Soliant 
Health, Providence Health & Services, CRST 
International, and Kaiser Permanente.  
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Analysis of Job Postings 

>  Four cities had the largest number of job postings: 
–  Olympia (27,687) 
–  Yelm (1,687) 
–  Rochester (994) 
–  Rainier (502) 

>  Top posted occupations: 
–  Registered Nurses (2,142) 
–  Heavy and Tractor - Trailer Truck Drivers (1,957) 
–  Retail Salespersons (711) 

In	Demand	Skills	
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Source:	Census	Bureau	(2015	Data)	
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Keep	an	eye	on	your	job	housing	balance	as	you	build	your	economy	and	livable	communities.	
Transportation,	particularly	public	transit,	could	become	a	challenge.	

Intercity Transit 

>  86 vanpools coming into Thurston County from other 
counties 
–  From Seattle, Bellevue, Kent, Federal Way, Bothell and Tukwila 

>  89 vanpools leaving Thurston County for other counties 
–  For Renton, Redmond, Seattle, Tukwila, Auburn, SeaTac, and 

Des Moines in King County 
–  Bremerton in Kitsap County 
–  For Tacoma, DuPont, JBLM, Camp Murray, Puyallup, and 

Lakewood in Pierce County   

>  5 vanpools operate in Thurston 
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Intercity Transit 

>  Improvement Proposal (2 of the 9 items) 
–  Service to new and growing areas (NE Lacey, South Tumwater, West 

Olympia, and Yelm)  
–  Bus Rapid Transit  (Martin Way Corridor from Olympia to Lacey) 

>  Based on Road Trip 2 survey (1508 respondents, August 1st), there 
is popular support for: 
–  Extending service to growing population and economic activity center 

(70%+) 
–  Increasing transit service to stay ahead of congestion and population 

growth (70%+) 
>  Of course, when it comes to support for sales tax, there is slightly 

less enthusiasm (38% very supportive, 29% somewhat supportive).  
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What Type of Housing is Needed? 

> Millennial Population 
> Retiree 
> Live, work, and play 
> Density to support transit nodes 
> Housing Cost versus Earnings 
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Strategies for the future 

>  Regional approaches are fundamentally important, especially in 
places like Thurston County, where no one location can have a 
global economic presence.  
–  Thurston Community Economic Alliance seems to be a great conduit for 

that.  
>  Focus on quality of life and livability, as a part of your regional 

strategy 
–  This includes family wages 
–  Affordable housing (which includes low-income housing) 

>  This means a balance between projected earnings and housing prices 

>  Your Economic Development Strategic Plan indicates that you are 
thinking about that (Performance Indicator Index number 14).  

Strategies for the future 

>  In terms of economic development, the future is not 
necessarily large firms.  

>  One or two of those will be great. However, creating your own 
brand of economic development means that you fully mobilize 
local talent and attract new ones to build a solid 
entrepreneurial culture.  

>  That connects with your current economic landscape of small 
firms and creates place-loyalty among your old and new firms.  

>  Area 3 (Small Business & Entrepreneurial Resources) focus 
and action plan is an encouraging element of your future 
success.  
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Strategies for the future 

>  Three of the initiatives under Area 3 are on target:  
–  Foster a culture of “innovation” 
–  Identify emerging business sectors and support network to grow 

them 
–  Ensure a multicultural business assistance environment.  

>  There is a lot that EDC and various groups are doing to support 
innovation, including: working with community colleges, assisting 
with micro-loans, bringing in angel investors, providing data analysis 
and research support… 

>  Many of these support services are directed at women-owned 
businesses. 

Strategies for the future 

>  I was also delighted to learn this summer about the 
focus on smaller cities and rural/agricultural communities 
in Thurston County. 

>  In searching for the new, you don’t want to forget who 
you are. Furthermore, as the world becomes more urban 
it is important to work with places to maintain their 
authenticity. Soon, it will be a rare commodity. 

> Allow your region to represent who you are and who you 
want to be in a symbiotic manner that speaks to your 
love of place and purposeful progress.    


